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Principals Welcome

Amanda Higham NPQH, MSc
It is a privilege to be the first principal of Fern House School and
College. I have a plethora of experience in both mainstream and
SEND schools and I’ve held a variety of senior leadership roles
including Headteacher. My vision is to create a happy, warm,

welcoming school community that supports all our young
people to grow and develop in a safe, nurturing environment. Our
children will have so many talents to share and discover as they

progress through our school and college.
 



Our wonderful new school and college will be opening
in 2025. Our school and college are based on a

beautiful rural site, close to Delamere Forest. Fern
House School and College's purpose is to provide

high-quality inclusive education for young people with
Autism, complex learning, communication, and

sensory integration needs. 

Introducing 
Fern House School and College



Our children will be at the centre of everything we do. Our
dedicated staff provide first class support. The education

and therapy teams work in partnership, and we pride
ourselves on having strong relationships with parents,
carers, and stakeholders. This, along with our holistic

approach ensures that Fern House pupils are empowered
to reach their optimum level of achievement.

Our school will be an incredible place for pupils who have
lost that love of learning. Developing interests and life

skills will be at the heart of our re-engagement. 

The school will specialise in supporting and re-engaging
pupils with Autism and Autistic traits in education. We will

engage our children by using our wonderful rural
environment to support learning inside and outside of the
classroom. Our school will cater for children and young

adults from the age of seven to nineteen with a high
staffing ratio to support our learners.  

Our School



At our college we will work with our young adults to support
them in becoming part of their community. Independent

living skills will be a vital part of our curriculum. We will learn
how to cook, wash, iron and travel on public transport . We

have small learning spaces, small class sizes, and break-out
areas for students to reduce levels of anxiety before re-

engaging. The college supports all pupils to thrive, learn new
skills, grow in confidence and self-esteem, and establish

relationships with new peer groups.

Our young adults, up to age nineteen, will access our college
in a self-contained state-of-the-art modern learning

environment.

Our College

 With a person-centred and therapeutic approach we will
focus on building skills with our students to ensure as much

independence as possible.



Our Ethos

Understand Empower Aspire



A welcoming, friendly environment where pupils are empowered
to develop their social and emotional skills, equipping them for

a successful transition to achieve their future goals

1.

2.A pupil-centered approach where everyone can aspire to excel
academically and develop essential life skills

3.The provision of a broad, balanced, and bespoke curriculum with
a variety of accreditation routes promotes life-long learning

4.A positive and proactive approach to behaviour that supports
pupils in learning how to self-regulate anxiety and reduce

behaviours of concern

5.A small bespoke school with a hardworking, knowledgeable, and
experienced staff team who understand

6.Easy access to Chester, Ellesmere Port, Winsford and
surrounding areas

6 Reasons to choose Fern House
School and College



Our Curriculum Intent 

To empower each individual to achieve their aspirations
To enrich through a broad, balanced curriculum
To provide skills, knowledge and understanding

To achieve individual EHCP outcomes
To prepare students for life following education at Fern House

School and College

Implementation

We are adaptable and cater to a wide range of abilities within the
school population

We are person-centred, intuitive, and responsive to individual needs
and ‘spikey profiles’

We provide full access to the national curriculum, scaffolding
appropriately to enable all

We deliver and monitor through highly qualified teaching staff and
teaching assistants

We provide routine, use concrete language, direct teaching, and
provide minimal sensory stimulation

We provide frequent and regular opportunities for students to repeat,
retrieve and generalise knowledge and skills across contexts

We offer opportunities for real-life application of knowledge and
skills to prepare pupils for increased independence

We are sensitive to differences in sensory stimulation and
communication

We see and play to the strengths of neurodiversity

Fern House School and College Curriculum



Impact

A constant cycle of planning, do, and review informs our intent,
implementation, and impact. Therefore, the assessment of our

impact is the essential key to identify the success of our intent and
implementation. 

We establish this through a variety of means:

Where appropriate, the success of accreditation and
qualifications

Confidence and self-worth assessed through student voice and
multidisciplinary meetings

Communication skills gained evidenced through regular pupil
review meetings

Life skills measured by the opportunities our students access
post Fern House School and College

Emotional regulation, identified through our PBS-informed
tracking systems with guidance from our clinical lead

 



We see the local community as valuable to our pupils’ learning, so
we thread these links into the curriculum throughout the year.

Using the outdoors as a learning environment is fundamental to
our values and this can be school-based or with enrichment visits

to other locations. Trips and activities are vital to enhance our
learners' learning opportunities. 

 

From their different starting points, all pupils and young people will
make good progress academically, emotionally, creatively, socially,

and physically. Knowledge, understanding, and skills will be
secured and embedded so that children attain a high level and are

fully prepared for future life. 
The school offers opportunities for young people to aspire to

achieve their potential through academic study, personal
relationships, and community integration. The creative and

imaginative teaching spaces provide a relaxed learning
environment that empowers pupils to engage in their education.

 

The school can offer placements to young people with a variety of
needs and diagnoses, including Autism Spectrum Condition, ADHD,

and learning difficulties. 
The comprehensive bespoke education programme offered

to each young person, is tailored to meet their individual needs, and
address in full, all targets as set out in their Education Health Care

Plan.
The school provides full access to the National Curriculum and

Equals Curriculum where applicable, modified to meet the needs of
all pupils. It is delivered and monitored by highly qualified teaching

staff and learning support workers.



The Pathway for Life curriculum is a bespoke Post-16 package which supports
pupils who don’t meet the requirements for employment or a residential

pathway. This programme empowers the individual to learn skills which will
support them in their future life and to aspire to be as independent as they are

able.

 
The pathway supports independent living skills, where pupils will follow a

programme tailored to their needs. Pupils have opportunities to learn,
understand, and experience independence focusing on assisted travel training,
community awareness, cooking, shopping, cleaning, laundry, personal hygiene,

and personal care.

 
Pupils also work on their personal and social development which will assist in

developing qualities of self-esteem, respect, and care for others, positive
attitudes, a commitment to learning for life, a sense of belonging to society,
and confidence in coping with life in a changing world. Supporting children
and young people with Functional Skills helps to develop communication,

team working, presentation, and problem solving. They are a key to success
and they open doors to learning, to life, and towards independence.

Pathway For Life

The programme also aims to continue
with a range of vocational experiences
to support work and social skills



Contact Us
01928 740466

 

Fern House School and College
New Pale Road, 
Frodsham, 
Cheshire, 
WA6 6LB

 
school.enquiries@imapcentre.co.uk
 
amanda.higham@imapcentre.co.uk
07593 447245

martin.mckevitt@imapcentre.co.uk
01829 741869
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